[A comparative study on the serum and tissue 5-FU concentrations in patients with hepatocellular carcinoma after preoperative oral administration of UFT and 5'-DFUR].
UFT or 5'-DFUR was orally administered to the patients with hepatocellular carcinoma preoperatively and the concentrations of these drugs and 5-FU in the serum, liver tissue and cancer tissue obtained at the time of operation were measured. The unchanged 5'-DFUR was not detected in any of these samples. The concentration of 5-FU in cancer tissue was significantly higher in UFT treated group (0.409 microgram/g) than that in 5'-DFUR group (0.040 microgram/g). However, the 5-FU levels in the serum and noncancerous liver tissue were also higher than those in the patients with other organ cancers. Although UFT is a useful drug for the adjuvant chemotherapy of hepatocellular carcinoma, the dose was considered to be minimized to avoid the side effects since the activity of drug-metabolizing enzymes may be decreased in hepatocellular carcinoma complicated with liver cirrhosis.